Source of material
The compound was prepared from the elements by melting in an open glassy carbon crucible (HF furnace, argon atmosphere) and annealing at 923 Κ (12 d). Ba6Ge25 is silvery metallic, brittle, stable in air and moisture.
Discussion
BaäGe25 belongs to the chiral clathrate structure family cP 124, being the second binary prototype of the BaöIn4Ge2i type [1] [2] [3] [4] . The structure is characterized by a chiral 3D framework of condensed Ge2o pentagondodecahedra (pdod) embedded in a 3D channel labyrinth. Each pdod ist centered by Bal and the rest Ba atoms occupy the cavities in the zeolite-like labyrinth. The rather large elongation of the displacement ellipsoid of Ba2 (M2) is typical for the structure family. The Ge-Ge bond lengths vary between 2.47 Ä and 2.56 Ä. Per formula unit, there are seventeen fourfold bonded (4b) Ge° atoms and eight Ge are threefold bonded (3b)Ge : (Ba 2+ )6((3b)Ge 
